NATIONAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS LIST

The following types of business development organizations and programs have been established to meet the economic development needs of their communities or regions. 

1. Community Futures Development Corporations (CFDCs) offer services that help rural and northern communities expand their economies.  As community-based, not-for-profit organizations, CFDCs are run by boards of local volunteers and are staffed by business professionals who encourage entrepreneurship and the pursuit of economic opportunity.  CFDCs provide: business development and counselling services; investment in local businesses; and, community economic planning and development.

Through Industry Canada and its regional development agencies, the Government of Canada provides funding, advice and support to the 268 Community Futures Development Corporations across Canada.  For contact information for CFDCs see: 

Pan Canadian Community Futures Network 

www.communityfutures.ca
2. The Government of Canada and Provincial/Territorial Governments provide extensive information on small business programs and services.  Through Industry Canada’s Business Canada website, information is available on government programs, business services and regulations on starting and operating a business in each province and territory.  Provincial and Territorial Flag icons at the bottom of the home page of the website provide links to online Canada Business Service Centres in each province and territory.  For more information see:  

Canada Business Service Centres

www.cbsc.org
3.  Human Resources and Social Development Canada (HRSDC) have a Canada Pension Plan Disability (CPPD) program that pays a monthly benefit to people with disabilities who have made a minimum contribution to the Plan, are under the age of 65, and have a disability.  The disabling condition can be physical or mental but must be “severe and prolonged.”  “Severe” means the condition prevents a person from working regularly at any job, and “prolonged” means the condition is long term or may result in death.  The Canada Pension Plan supports beneficiaries receiving CPPD benefits who are trying to return to the work force.  The program provides services and return to work incentives, including self-employment.  The Canada Pension Plan’s Vocational Rehabilitation Program supports selected clients by providing personalized return to work planning and assistance.

More information on the Canada Pension Plan Disability and the Vocational Rehabilitation Program is available by contacting the Canada Pension Plan Disability Vocational Rehabilitation Program:

1-800-277-9914

TDD/TTY device at 1 800 255-4786

Website http://www.sdc.gc.ca/asp/gateway.asp?hr=/en/isp/cpp/disaben.shtml&hs
4. Service Canada’s Self Employment Benefits (SEB) Program helps Employment Insurance (EI) eligible unemployed people develop and implement plans to start his or her own businesses.  Eligible participants with a disability may receive up to 78 weeks of financial and entrepreneurial support to help start a business.  For more information on the Self Employment Benefits Program contact:

Service Canada

1-800-523-4732 

www.hrsdc.gc.ca/en/epb/sid/cia/grants/self-emp/desc_self-emp.shtml 
Or visit your closest Service Canada Centre 

If you live in New Brunswick, Québec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, the Northwest Territories, or Nunavut, please contact the provincial enquiry center for information on your provincial/territorial Self Employment Benefits program:

Northwest Territories - 1 867 873-7500

Nunavut – 1 888 252-9869 

Alberta – 780 427-2711

New Brunswick - 506 684-7901

Québec – 418 643-1344

Saskatchewan – www.gov.sk.ca/main.html
5. The Human Resources and Social Development Canada (HRSDC)  Opportunities Fund helps people prepare for employment, including self-employment, and works in partnership with organizations for persons with disabilities.  Individuals who are unemployed, not normally eligible for Employment Insurance, and self-identify with a disability, can apply for the Opportunities Fund.  For summary information on the Opportunities Fund contact:

http://www.sdc.gc.ca/en/epb/sid/cia/grants/of/desc_of.shtml
Or your local Service Canada Centre at http://canadabusiness.gc.ca/gol/cbec/site.nsf/en/index.html
Or call 1-800-622-6232
6. The Canadian Association of Business Incubators promotes small business incubation – the use of business strategies to help build strong, viable, companies.  A business incubator is often necessary to help nurture young companies during the first few months or years of its starting until they establish themselves firmly.  A self-employed individual can utilize the incubator for management assistance, education, information, technical and business support services, networking resources, and financial advice.  Business incubators are established to meet the economic development needs of specific urban areas or regions.  They provide space to tenants at fair market rates, business planning, counselling, and support services.  For more information contact:

The Canadian Association of Business Incubators

www.cabi.ca
or call 416 345-9937

Other Sources of Business Information

Many sources of business information are available locally.  For example, by referring to the Introduction – Community Sites and Community Mapping menus of this website, local business development organizations and services for the Building A Bridge Project’s five Community Sites (Richmond and Nelson BC, Thunder Bay and Sudbury ON, and Halifax NS) are identified. 
Community colleges, universities, public libraries, and business associations are just some examples of valuable sources for business information.  The following is a small sample of such sources that provide business information.

Canadian Chamber of Commerce

BCE Place

181 Bay St.

P.O. Box 818

Toronto, Ontario M5J 2T3

Tel: 416 868-6415

www.chamber.ca
Canadian Federation of Independent Business (CFIB)

4141 Yonge St., Suite 401

Toronto, Ontario M2P 2A6

Tel: 416 222-8022

www.cfib.ca
Canadian Importers Association

438 University Ave., Suite 1618

Box 60

Toronto, Ontario M5G 2K8

Tel: 416 595-5333

www.importers.ca
Business Development Bank of Canada

Suite 100

150 King St. W.

Toronto, Ontario M5H 1J9

Tel: 416 952-6094

Tel: 1 888-info-bdc

Tel: 1 888 463-6232

Fax: 416 954-5009

www.bdc.ca
Equifax Canada Inc.

Box 190, Station Jean Talon

Montreal, Quebec H1S 2Z2

Tel: 1 800 278-0278

inquiries@equifax.com

www.equifax.com
Web Sites

The following web sites offer information sources and resources for entrepreneurs with disabilities.

http://www.businessabilities.ca/ - Business Abilities provides employment and skills training for people with disabilities.  Business Abilities is unique for its free online program designed to support people with disabilities seeking self-employment.  The program functions in two phases: preparing for business, and business start-up.  You take the program on your own pace, from the comfort of your own home, and you have up to one year to participate in and complete the program.  The Business Abilities program will help you: assess your entrepreneurial skills, research your business idea, learn how to prepare your business plan, source out new financing opportunities, and receive ongoing business coaching.   

http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/ - Strategis works to provide timely business and consumer information, business management tools, government services on the Internet, and Business on the Internet. 
www.accessibilitydirectory.ca - Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Ontario March of Dimes - lists Ontario based services that assist businesses and help make the workplace accessible.

www.equalopportunity.on.ca - Ontario Ministry of Citizenship Gateway to Diversity - provides information to businesses on recruiting, accommodating, and retaining people with disabilities.

www.sedi.org - Social and Enterprise Development Innovations - provides business resource information and links to business development organizations.  
www.royalbank.com - RBC Royal Bank - provides information on planning, starting and operating a small business.

www.entrepreneurdisability.com - provides information of interest to a network for entrepreneurs with disabilities.

www.ucalgary.ca/~aced - Alberta Centre on Entrepreneurship and Disabilities - provides links, contacts and publications for entrepreneurs with disabilities. 
www.jobsearchcanada.about.com/aboutcanada/jobsearchcanada/cs/selfemployment - provides links to Self-employment sites.

www.direct.ca/orw/whatnew/tindex.html - provides links to Self-employment sites.

www.ceed.ednet.ns.ca/What/Entrepreneur.html - Centre for Entrepreneurship and Educational Development - provides a self-assessment tool on-line for entrepreneurs with disabilities.

http://ab.workink.com - Alberta Workink - provides self-employment information and other consumer materials for business development by people with disabilities (Alberta Workink site only).

http://janweb.icdi.wvu.edu./sbses - Job Accommodation Network (U.S.) -provides links to small business development sites and special needs accommodation information for people with disabilities. 

http://www.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/hrib/sdd-dds/odi/menu/home.shtml - Human Resources and Social Development Canada’s Office for Disabilities Issues -provides an on-line business development booklet Minding Your Own Business. 

www.oldcity.com/trn - for information on the publication No More Job Interviews! Self-Employment Strategies for People with Disabilities, Alice Weiss Doyle, Training Resource Network Inc.

www.csa-intl.org/onlinestore.welcome.asp - the Canadian Standards Association – publishes a standard for universal/accessibility design.

